
INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROGRAM 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Q.  What is an industrial hygienist? What does a Baltimore County Public Schools 

industrial hygienist do?  

A. Industrial hygienists are part of a broader family of specialists often referred to 
collectively as occupational and environmental health and safety professionals. Industrial 
hygienists for BCPS are professional scientists committed to protecting the health and 
safety of students, staff, and visitors in our schools and facilities. BCPS industrial 
hygienists oversee the implementation of the IEQ program.  

Q.  How do BCPS industrial hygienists evaluate IEQ concerns?  

A.  Initially, industrial hygienists will respond to concerns by interviewing occupants about 
the concern, followed by a site inspection to examine a multitude of building systems to 
assess condition and functionality. If warranted, subsequent investigations can be 
performed to further examine a space or a system.  

 See the Indoor Environmental Quality Investigation Process section in the Indoor 
Environmental Quality Program for additional information.  

Q.  How do BCPS industrial hygienists evaluate ventilation concerns?  

A.  If presented with ventilation concerns by staff or through scheduled walkthrough results, 
BCPS industrial hygienists, often alongside other BCPS HVAC Maintenance staff, will 
utilize ASHRAE guidelines to evaluate outside air ventilation, filtration, temperature, and 
relative humidity to evaluate the functionality of the space’s HVAC equipment.  

Q.  When investigating an IEQ concern, why don’t you always collect air samples?  

A.  Air sampling might seem to be the logical first response to an IEQ concern but is usually 
not required to solve the problem. In addition to visual inspections for potential 
contaminants, various direct reading survey instruments are often used to provide a 
representation of an indoor environment, and, in many cases, the information provided is 
sufficient to identify the problems that may contributing to IEQ concerns.  

Q.  Why don’t you collect air samples for mold? 

A.  Mold has become so closely linked to IEQ that many believe that all IEQ problems are 
strictly mold-related issues. This is not true. When mold is considered a potential source 
of poor IEQ, assessment for its presence will be performed by BCPS Environmental 
Services. Testing for mold presents a unique set of challenges. Sampling and measuring 
indoor mold contamination on surfaces can be of limited value because mold is found in 
virtually all environments, and because no consensus or regulatory standards have been 
established. There currently are no regulatory limits covering allowable mold levels in an 
indoor environment. Therefore, if visible mold is identified, the remediation will 



normally be in accordance with standard mold remediation protocols, which primarily 
call for immediate removal of the mold and its moisture sources rather than sampling.  

 See the Environmental Protection Agency’s site about Mold Testing and Sampling for 
more information.  

Q.  Does BCPS publish inspection results or reports about BCPS IEQ walkthroughs 
and concerns?  

A.  Yes. Beginning July 1, 2022, BCPS Environmental Services amended the IEQ program 
to standardize the transparent communication of scheduled IEQ walkthrough results, 
concerns, and subsequent actions on the Environmental Information website.  Reports are 
published on the IEQ website upon completion and review. 

Q.  How do BCPS industrial hygienists utilize carbon dioxide levels in IEQ 
investigations?  

A.  Because carbon dioxide is a result of human respiration, concentrations within a building 
often are used to indicate whether adequate fresh air is being supplied to the space.  
Indoor CO2 concentrations do not provide an overall indication of IEQ, but they can be a 
useful tool in IEQ evaluations if users understand the limitations in these applications. 
Utilizing current ASHRAE guidance, BCPS industrial hygienists will often screen for 
ventilation concerns using direct reading survey instruments. 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/mold/mold-testing-or-sampling

